Senior Action Plan

College Admissions & Beyond

1. Meet with my Counselor (August-October)

a. ( Senior interview

b. ( Review graduation requirements, GPA, Rank 
c. ( Update resume and activity list
d. ( Gather recommendations
e. ( Have parents sign transcript release form 
2. SAT I, SAT II/ACT/AP (October-June)

a. ( Register for SAT/ACT:  Registration forms in School Counseling Office
b. ( Register for any SAT  tests required for placement

c. ( Register for AP Exams in Winter and/or Spring (Exams in May)

3. College Visits (Summer/Holidays/Teacher Workdays/2-Schooldays)
a. ( Attend local college fairs 

b. ( Attend national college fairs
c. ( Plan college visits/College Visit Information 

4. College Applications (September-May-depending on deadlines)

a. ( Decide Early Action, Early Decision, Regular Admission and/or Rolling Admission

b. ( Narrow college choices down to 4-5 

c. ( Pull college applications (Student Services/on-line) 

d. ( Read all instructions for college applications (application procedures vary from school to  school)
e. ( Be aware of college application deadlines-they vary from school to school

f. ( Update activity/resume list for applications

g. ( Make sure I have recommendations completed

h. ( Draft essay/have English teacher critique/final draft

i. ( Give counselor the information form/recommendation form if the college requires it (set up a time with your counselor for them to get to know you)

j. ( Have school counseling office mail official transcript (two week notice)

k. ( Check out helpful websites for college planning 

l.     ( Mail applications
5. Financial Aid (January-April)

a. ( FAFSA-Free Application for Federal Student Aid:  www.ed.gov/studentaid  
b. ( Institutional Forms

c. ( Types of Financial Aid-Stafford Loan, Pell Grants, Work-Study, Perkins Loan, Parents Loan for Undergraduate Students (PLUS) 
d. ( College Foundation of North Carolina Resources:  www.cfnc.org  
e. ( Meet with Financial Aid Counselor

f. ( Attend Financial Aid workshops (winter and/or spring)

6. The Scholarship Process (September-April)

a. ( Scholarship bulletins available in school counseling office
b. ( Never pay for a scholarship or for scholarship information

c. ( Check with colleges for merit-based scholarships

d. ( Check out examples of scholarship criteria 
e. ( Check out examples of scholarship essays 
f. ( Scholarship Websites:  school, district and Fastweb-www.fastweb.com)
g. ( Apply! Apply! Apply!

7. Follow up on your entire list (September-May)
a. ( Graduation Requirements/GPA/Rank

b. ( SAT/ACT/AP Test dates

c. ( College Visits

d. ( Activity List, Resume, Essays

e. ( College Applications

f. ( Transcripts

g. ( Financial Aid 

h. ( Scholarships.

8. College Acceptance (March-May)

a. ( Consider all options once letters of acceptance come in

b. ( Make a decision and let all colleges know yes or no

c. ( Search College Admissions Keywords 
d. ( Continue to maintain your GPA/Rank

9. Community College Options (Rolling Admissions-Open) 

      (Check out the College Handbook)
10.   Selective Service (Register within 30 days of turning 18)
a. http://www.sss.gov
b. Ask your School Counselor
11.   Military Services  (September –May)
a. ( Army 
b. ( Air Force 

c. ( Marines 

d. ( Navy 

12.   Employment Information (September-May)

a. ( Where to Search

b. ( Application Tips

c. ( Qualities Employers Look For

d. ( Interview Preparation

e. ( Check with Career Development Counselor in School Counseling Office for Job Fair dates

13. Follow-up with your School Counselor (September-May)

*Resource:  www.collegeboard.org
